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A Road Map for the

Adarsh Gram Yojana

ansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
launched on 10 Oct’14, is
certainly a good initiative by
the Government. Modi ji
gave an inspiring call to all the
members of Parliament for converting
one village of their constituency into a
model village by 2016 and two more
villages by 2019. This will motivate
others and give momentum to rural
development. He rightly said that
development can’t take place by
government plans alone, and it needs
‘Jan Bhagidari’ (contribution by the
citizens). No doubt, public participation
& motivation are desirable, but the
prime responsibility must remain with
the State & the Central Governments,

Basic amenities like roadways,

electricity and drinking water are
almost essential for any village. It
needs houses, sanitation, schools,
hospitals and recreation centres to

accomplish development. More important,
is the development of Agro-infrastructures
to boost rural income, failing which,
villagers will not able to pay for all these
services. It will not be prudent expecting
that the Government will supply
complimentary services for indefinite
period. Hence, few questions come up.
How can one mobilize resources and how
can rural income be increased? MPLAD
funds, Corporate CSR or Public donation
can supplement, but can’t carry the prime
burden; that will be merely a mirage.

The government must come out with a
viable policy laying the Road map for
next 5-10 years. It must specify source of
funding and the role of public
representatives. At the same time, we must
not alienate Gram Panchayat from their
duties. In most instances, they are busy
enjoying administrative powers. Their
empowerment without any accountability
is the base reason for such inadequate

facilities in the villages. Either, they must
give up or else vanish. Every successive
government has increased rural spending
and allocation to the Gram Panchayat. But
alas! Results are far below expectation.
Should we permit this only for political
compulsions?

We have more than six hundred thousand
villages with an average population of
about 1,000. It is indeed difficult
providing extensive infrastructure support
to every village. Probably, we need more
than INR 25 trillion to complete this
mission. This challenge must be accepted
with determination, but with the proper
strategy. Why should we keep ‘the
development’ as a"rhoy slogan? Once
results are achieved, then the credibility of
government will be launched with greater
drive. Few strategies are talked about in
the book - "Turn around India’ as observed
below.

e Small and scattered villages must be
merged, reducing the number by atleast
1/6th. The government may provide land
and financial assistance to people who are
displaced for house construction. This will
be a feasible proposition, compared to
developing six hundred thousand villages.
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